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Care of the Reverend Jilliem i, Lewls

630 iiassachusetts Avenue

Arlington, tlassachusetts

Gentlemen:

We now formally report to you the completion of fihe
ransaction whereby the Church acquired record tiile to the

property cons*cting of land and tulldings situated on the
easterly corner of the junction of Pleesant Street anc Welil-

inzton Street in Arlington from ¥Miss Virginia Wellinsztone.

Tais resl estate, which is presently known as 86 Pleasant

Street, is the greater portion of the lot numuver=d 1 on a

plan entitled, "Mew Street and Lots on Lznd of F. L. Hodgaon,
jopN

Lrlin=ton, mauu.” by F. %We. Hodgden, Bnzineer, dated liay, 1507,
recorded with Middlesex South District Deeds as Plan 1 in

]

r

and
Plan Book 52, It a2ppzars thot the property contains about
13,089 square feet of land

The Church acquired its title by virtue of two qu
claim deeds from Miss Wellington to 1t, each of which conve;
one undivided half share in the property. The first deed w
dated December 27, 1957, snd recorded with Middlesex South
District Deeds on December 30, 1957, in Look 9082, page 163.
The second deed was dated Jenusry 2, 1958, snd recorded with
said Deeds on January 3, 1958, 2s Instrument No. 168,

ToF

We are of the opinion that uoon the recording of thece

two deeds, the Church became possessed of & sood record title in
fee simple to said premises subiject to no encumbrences of record
other than the followingz:

1, Certein receipts for legacies in the esteie of

Ellen ¥, Hodgdon., The provbete records in this case,
Middlesex Mo, 165379, show thet lliss Hodzdon died tes-
tate December 9, 1927, Her will provides for certain
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pecuniery legacies. There are no receipts in the file show-
ing payment of these lezacies, nor do they apprear in any
accounte The gifts in question consist of $1,000 begueathed
to the Town of Arlington for the benefit of the Robbins
Library; $1,000 to your Church, and %100 each to Nancy
Fodgdon Tuttle, Richard Willism Hodgdon, Frank Vellinzton
Hodedon, Waldo Colburn Hodgdon, Andrew Yates Hodgdon,

Howard Wellington Hodgdon and Ruth Ellis Hodgdon.

The matter of these missing lecacy receipts wes
celled to Mr. Lewis's attention b+ Mr. Rartlett and 1t
was asreed that the Church would assume the risk that
attempts would some dey be made to collect the sums in
question or that an attorney for a purcheser or mort-
cazee would reject the title becezuse of them. Mr. Lewis
subsequently informed Mr. Pertlett that the Towm Report
lists 2n Fllen W. Hodzdon Library Fund and that the Church
nas an Ellen W. Hodgdon Memoriel Fund, reoresented by a
benk book showinz a #1,000 deposit in 1929, Thus, it 1s
aprarent tnat the zift to the Town was macde and @ receip?’
could, presumetly, be later obtained anc filed, The Church
could, of course, 2lso file its own receipt.

Therefore, at the present time the only problem re-
maining with respect to the reccrds in thie vrobate is
that of the %100 legzacies to Miss Hodgdon's seven nieces
and nephews., It is believed thet the problem thereby
created could eventually be clezrec up by obtaining re-
ceints from the proper parties in interest, although trhere
might be considersble difficulty in locating those parties,

When the title was originally examined, it was found
that no Massachusetts Inheritance Tex receipt had been
fileds It was subsequently ascertzined from the Department
of Corvorations and Texation thet the tax had, in fect,
veen paid and a duplicate recelipted tax bill was filed on
December 30, 1957.

2. The provisions of the Arliraton Zoning Fy-law,

The premises are situated in what is shown on the Arlington
Zoning Man ss a Residence D District and, insofar as we cen
tell from the information e vailarle to us, comply with the
requirements of the Zoning Ev-law for such a districte

3., ILien for local taxes uoon the undi vided half in-
terest in the propertv conveved to the Church by the deed
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recorded on January 3, 1958, We have in our file a
certificate of municipal liens from the Lrlington
Collector according to which all taxes througnh the
veer 1957 have besn paid. The certificate shows no
municipal liens for betterments and no unpaid water
rates. The 1957 assessed veluztlion of the ovroperty
was $8,950 and the 1957 tax wss $630,C8,

As you zre no doubt aware, taxes in ¥assaschuzetts
are assessed to the owner of record as of January 1lst
in the taxable yesr. Therefore, the 1958 tax should he
assessed one-half to Miss Wellington and one-half to +the
Church, TIf the tax biil is sent tc Miss Wellinzton or
her attorney, we presume thst it should then be forwarded
to you.

rassachusetts General Laws (Ter. Ed,) Chapter 59,
Section 5, clause 11, provides that parso nages shall be
exempt from local Bayatlon to an emount not exc ceeding
$10,000, Tt does not sppear that the statules make any
express orovis4ors for a case such 3s ours when the
property was not owned of record in ite entirety bv the
Church as of the date of asse serent. T, tnerefore,
seens reascnable to suoopose bh3t it is not possible to
take advantaze of this exemption during 1958, We sues
however, that either Mr. Lewis or some other aporoori ate
official of the Church discuss the matter with the Foard
of Assessors snd, at the same time, inauire s to the
locel procedure for claiming the exempntion for 1959,

We believe that such a clainm may be filed in advance of
the issuance of the tax bill, but in any case, & claim
for reduction of the tax ”fter the bill is issued nay
be rade by way of shatenent,

Tn conclusion, we should like to call to your ettention =2 matter
mentioned by Mr, Farr, Miss Wellinzton's attorney. In the last para-
graph of nis letter 4o us of December 30, 1957, with which was sent
the first of the two deeds, Mr. Ferr states thet at their conference
at the time the deeds were executed, Miss Wrllington and he discussed
memorial aspects of the trensaction, Mise Wellington desires that it
be understood that the gifts were made primerily in memory of her
mother, Lgnes Damon Wellington

i

Mies Wellington requested “ir. Farr to See thal z sultsble letter

Q»
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be written to the Church officials expressing this desire. foparently,
thet letter will be written by Mr. Clark, who appesrs to handle Miss
Wellington's personal affairs. We believe it prooer to make mention
of Miss Wellington's desires in this respect st the present time in

the belief that you would wish to refer to it in any letter which may
be written to her upon the completion of the transaction.

Very truly yours,

Jolonon | e, oa Ko

h
[
[¥]
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o
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January 2, 1958

Lsthuy L. o plety, Baq.
Johnoson, Llapp, Ives & King
850 8tate Street

Jopton, Massachusetis

28r Mr. Bartiett:

Aftwr considerable thought, Virginis
Hellipngton has glven her B Pleasnnt Street,
Arlington property to The First Congregational
Parvish (Unitarian) in Arlington.

Ske kas lostructed that this propearty
2 considersed & mewmorisl to her late mother,
dgnes Dapon Wellington, who was aciive in the
church. #be hopes this family howe will ha
0% lopg and happy usge to the church., ¥Fhile
zhe does wot prohibit the sale of this prop=-
srty, she has pot gilven i with the thought
hat it wonld be s80ld in the nesr future,
{f after conslderation by the governing board,
it ever 18 sold, the proceeds muzt not be
usad for current operating expenses of the
church; rather the procesds must he preserved
28 & lasting meweorial to the ¥Wellipgion family
and, in particular, to Agues Damon Welliagtos.

#¥ill you oleame ses2 thet this l2tter ia
brought to thes sittenticn of the govarning
suthorities and filed with the appropriale
records?

Incidentslly, Miss ¥ellington expresser
a desirve ito see the property after the wmod-
srnization has been effacted,

Sincerely,

7 & }oﬁ

p -
af P
- g,,ji@famw N gfﬁ;sﬁuﬁa,mm«

MAYO A SHATTUCK
1226 1352
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January 29, 1950

The Reverend wWillianm ¥, Lewis

Toe First @

A TatE

Jarish Unitarian Church

&30 YMassachusetts Avenue

Arlington,

Deor ™

nroper Ty

to ne that

record oT

respeci 1O

T have received vour ietter of January 28, '95“, with
the enclosed codv o Reso;uulon deslin=z - llun tne ?1ft e

Hassochusettc

r. LEWis:

L 86 Pl

d4-

Lile

the

ite

T under -ou plan to zet receints for the
referred 1 and 2 in our letter of Janu-

legacias

evy 6, 1956,
the record

recorded,

fortn the 7

norted to vou upon the state ol

T : the deeds of convevance were

Ho sneclific fox i receint is needed, but 1 set
wnlch may rrove geloful To vour

January , 1958

!vame) herebv acknovledgzes receipt of - - - dollars

in Davment of the legacv made to said (name of legatee)

i1 the will of ®llen W. Hodedon (iiddlesex irobate

No. 165529/-

Siguature
This form c2n be adapted to a case where the nemad

leza tee iz no longer living end the receint is signed by his or
her heirs or devisees.

obtained

e recein
should be filed in the Registry of Probate

Tt would seem tn me that any such
e
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Cambridge, ratner then retained in vour files. This, of course,
_3

s entirely uwo to you, but if that orocedure is followed, the

n

isk of l1oss by I'ire ov otherwise is, Tor =211 practicul purposes,
=1liminated,

D =

Very truly wvours,

=
9]
e}
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renerously deedsd 2711
ri-i%a in her oroperity loeated of 85 Pleugant Shreat, frlington,
s srimee B, $9 the Plrat Coneporctional Parich (Unitarisn) in
Arilagton, and

Therena 4% 1s tle intent of this church to rectors thig

Wostoric lendmerk for the paraonsce of 1ta minieter, and

1 s 4

Twerens 11 19 the exnregs nurpage of the donor to merorislize

her vother, ‘“pnes “hitman Demon "ol lington,

v

S TT HESOLVED that thie goncrous glft be esccented by the

reosrs of the Pirat Congrepatlonsl Parish (Unitarilon) in Lplington

gnd kKaonn o the Agnes "hitman D-mon #ollington parasonsse, snd
BEOIT FURTHER BESOLVED thet chovld thie olurch ever dlanoge

of trig pronerty in the fubture, tle net proceeds from such o awale

e olueed with the Trustees of Fruect Punds of said chureh, tn ne

knomn sz the frnee "hitwen Denon llington Fund, the net incone

only to ke used for the genercl ocvanees of the chureh.



